
From Father Totton’s Desk 
 

Though I am not with you in person this weekend, please know that you are certainly in my prayers.  I trust 
that you will welcome (have welcomed) Fr. Ron Will who has graciously agreed to provide Mass and confes-
sion coverage for me while I am on my Navy Reserve drill weekend.  
 

With the Lord there is Mercy and fullness of Redemption. 
 

May these words of the psalmist echo in our hearts this week as we ponder the impact of sin and our true 
need for God’s forgiveness.  In 1946, addressing the National Catechetical Congress of the United 
States, Pope Pius XII said that “The sin of the century is the loss of the sense of sin.”  Of course, he said this 
just a year after the conclusion of the most brutal and widespread conflict in modern human history.       

Nevertheless, he foresaw the rapid secularization, and subsequent loss of personal morality, which would 
overtake Western culture in the second half of the twentieth century.  In today’s first reading we see that 
the Original Sin begins with the disobedience of Adam and Eve but is completed by their refusal to take       
responsibility for their actions:  
 

The Lord said, “You have eaten, then, from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat!" 
The man replied, "The woman whom you put here with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and so I 
ate it."   

The LORD God then asked the woman, "Why did you do such a thing?" 
The woman answered, "The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it." 
  

In the Gospel today, Jesus is accused of driving out demons by the power of Beelzebul, which is another 
name for Satan, the Evil One.  He warns his hearers that they are flirting with blasphemy, since it is by the 
power of the Holy Spirit that he drives out demons (forgives sins) and they call that “an evil spirit”.  Jesus  
assures them that, as God, he is able to forgive sins.   
 

The Lord instituted the Sacrament of Reconciliation and handed it on as a ministry in the Church for the    
forgiveness of sins.  If we were to break down the Sacrament into two parts, there would be our part:       
confession of sins; and God’s part: Forgiveness through the priest.  But, you may ask, if God already knows 
my sins, why must I confess them to a priest in order to be forgiven?  It is for the same reason God gave    
Adam and Eve the opportunity to take responsibility for their sins – an opportunity they refused.  The same 
Lord who gave us this Sacrament is the one who created us, he knows how we work, he knows how we are 
put together. Therefore, he knows that the action of verbally and vocally claiming our sin as we express our 
sorrow will help us to be open to His Forgiveness, allowing us to be healed by His Divine Grace. But what are 
we to make of this “unforgiveable” sin Jesus mentions?  Well, effectively, this sin has two sides: despair - 
thinking ourselves beyond the reach of God’s forgiveness; and presumption – committing sin and presuming 
upon God’s mercy as if it is owed to us!  Basically, if we don’t see sin as sin, as something that harms our    
relationship with God, then we won’t seek true reconciliation at all and if we refuse to avail ourselves of 
God’s Mercy, he will not impose it upon us – nobody will be dragged “kicking and screaming” into heaven.  
On the other hand, we have ample opportunities to avail ourselves of God’s Mercy, especially in the          
Sacrament of Reconciliation.   

--  

Fr. Joseph W. Totton 
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Mission                  

Statement 
 

We the members 

of Saint Joseph             

Catholic parish,             

will strive to be 
the reflection of 

Jesus in this              

particular time 

and place. 



   Ministry Schedule 

Mass Intentions 
Mark your Calendars! 

Parish & Finance Council:  July 12 - 6 pm Rectory                                                                                                            

Altar Society:    Parish Hall after Donut Sunday 

Hand Linens:  May/June:  Jan Pottier 

Donut Sunday:  June 3:    Charlie & Kathy Barton 

Knights of Columbus:  5067-1st & 3rd Thursday 7 pm                                                     

      Rosary on 3rd Thursday 6:30 pm  

                            Dan Morey, Grand Knight 

Recitation of Rosary - 2nd weekend of the month                       

   20 minutes before Mass  

 

Sunday, June 10             + Fred & Jeff Sansone 

   By:  Steve & Pat Culver 

 
  

 

BIRTHDAY  
 

ANNIVERSARY 

John & Linnie Huber  June 14th 

 

Congratulations and Best Wishes Everyone! 

June 17- 8 am Mass  

Greeter:  Hubert Gregory                                                                      

Lectors:   Scott Antle & Jan Pottier  

Ministers: Paul Pottier, Jim & Diane Barber 

Counters:  Richard & Mary Ann LaFollette 

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to 

combating sexual abuse in the Church.  If you are a victim 

of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse: 

1.  Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the vic-

tim is currently under the age of 18), and 

2.  Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 

3.  After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, re-

port suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the          

Diocesan Ombudsman, Jenifer Valenti, at 816.812.2500 or                                          

JeniferValenti@att.net, if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee 

or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. 

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing 

resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please contact 

Victim Advocate, Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011or                             

chastain@diocesekcsj.org for more info. 

 

Sunday, June 17             + Bob Burton                

   By:  Steve & Pat Culver 

The Marian Conference IV June 22 - 23 

”Our Lady of Fatima” 

Our Lady appeared to over 70,000 people for us to believe, she 

accentuated the benefit to our souls for saying the rosary.    

We invite you to the 2day Spiritual Retreat and Inspirational 

Event Marian Conference IV of Greater Kansas City 

on June 22-23, 2018 at 

St. Thomas More in South Kansas City. 

Please register at http://www.stmkc.com/mc to find more details 

Archbishop Naumann will be presiding at Friday evening’s Mass. 

Hope to see you there! 

June 10 - 8 am Mass  

Greeter:   Randy Moran                                                           

Lectors:    Bonnie Gregory & Julie Moran 

Ministers: Hubert Gregory, Wayne Weipert & Julie Moran 

Counters:  Randy & Julie Moran 

5th Annual Pitching for Priests 

Sunday, July 6th  7 pm 

      Catholic Radio is organizing a                         

  softball game,  

Priests and Seminarians 

Archdiocese of Kansas City, KS 

vs. 

Priests and Seminarians 

Diocese of Kansas City - St. Joseph  

at Community America Ballpark -  T-Bones Stadium,  

1800 Village West Parkway, Kansas City, KS 66111.   

4 pm Tailgating begins 

$12 adult   $5 child (12 and under) 

Come and see Father Joe play!  

Prayer Corner                                            
“To everything there is a season and a time...for 

every purpose under Heaven.”  Ecc. 3-11 

“...a time to heal…” 

Mildred Ottinger, Lori Redmond, Nancy Totton 
 

Envelopes:  $1200    Plate:  $197  2nd Collection: $207   

Total Parish:  $1,604 

2nd Collection:  June 17 - Communications 

June To Date:  $ 1,397.00                                                                  

June Budget:    $  7,491.66 

Year-To-Date:  $ 96,907.00                                                       

Year Budget:    $101,800.00                                                       

Thank You for your continued support of  St. Joseph 

Parish.     

Weekend Collection - June 3, 2018 

Could God be choosing YOU to be his disciple in                                   
religious life?  

The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration invite single 
women, ages 18 - 40 who are considering religious life, to 
attend a Monastic Experience at their monastery in Clyde, 

MO, July 7-12, 2018.  

This is an opportunity to spend a few days at our monastery 
and enter into the daily rhythm of our contemplative monas-

tic life where you can pray, open your heart to God’s call, 
meet with others who may be discerning, engage in recrea-
tion and work and learn how Sisters in community live and 

work together. Join our community in singing the Divine Of-
fice, daily Eucharist, Adoration/Exposition, community meals 

and recreation.  

There is no cost to attend and details can be found at 
www.benedictinesisters.org.  

To register, please contact Sr. Maria Victoria at (660) 944-
2221 ex. 127 or e-mail: vocation@benedictinesisters.org 

 ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS 

Officers Luncheon 

Sunday, June 10th - 12:30 pm 

The following are the chairpersons for each committee: 

Food :  Becky Mink and Jennifer O’Brien 

Workers:  Nannette Wolford, Mary Bembrick, Joan Mitchell, Julie Houser, Mary McPhee, Kathy Barton, Jeanel Adkins                                                               

Decorations:  Nancy & Amanda Roth 

Entertainment:  Christi Ottinger 

Hostess:  Jan Pottier & Marylou Euler 

Pertaining to the menu, since it was a big hit last year we are trying it again. 

We are NOT asking for any side dishes or desserts.  

but if you could please donate what you would have spent on a dish it will help with the cost of the meal. 

Now isn’t that easy.  

Please put your donation in an envelope address “St Joseph Altar Society”   

and place it in the collection basket. 

Hope to see you there . 

Save the Date                                                              

St. Ann Parish Annual Garage Sale 

St Ann Parish is getting ready for their                 

Annual Garage Sale 

Where:  St Ann Parish Hall 

  When:  Friday, June 22nd  8 am- 5 pm 

    Saturday, June 23rd. 8 am - 3 pm 

Come and get some good buys! 

 

Catholic Communication 

Campaign  

Next week, our parish will take                                
   up the Collection for the        

Catholic Communication Campaign.  

This campaign connects people with Christ, here and 
around the world in developing countries, through the 

internet, television, radio, and print media.   

And fifty percent of funds collected remain in our       
diocese to fund local communications efforts.   

Your support helps spread the gospel message!  

To learn more, visit www.usccb.org/ccc.  
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